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REF: MANILA A-91, 4/14/77 

1 . SUMMARY: THE UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES HAS 

AWARDED IMELDA MARCOS AN HONORARY DEGREE. DURING COMMENCE- 
MENT EXERCISES THE METRO MANILA GOVERNOR WEATHERED A 
BRIEF INCIDENT, PLUNGING AHEAD WITH PREPARED SPEECH 
IN WHICH SHE URGED EDUCATED FILIPINOS TO DISCARD WESTERN 
INTELLECTUAL TRADITION IN FAVOR OF ONE MORE "THOROUGHLY 
HUMANIST”. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE HIGHLIGHT OF APRIL 17 COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES 
AT THE PRESTIGIOUS UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES (UP) WAS 
AWARDING OF HONORARY DOCTOR OF LAWS DEGREE TO MRS. IMELDA 
MARCOS. THE FIRST WIFE OF A PHILIPPINE PRESIDENT TO BE SO HONORED. 
CONFERMENT OF DEGREE AND SUBSEQUENT COMMENCEMENT 
ADDRESS BY MRS. MARCOS WERE WITNESSED BY PRESIDENT 
MARCOS, SEVERAL DOZEN UNIVERSITY AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, 

AND 3,500 GRADUATING STUDENTS AND THEIR FAMILIES. IN 
PRESENTING DEGREE, UP PRESIDENT ONOFRE CORPUS CITED 

MRS. MARCOS’ VARIOUS HUMANITARIAN PROJECTS AND METRO 
MANILA LEADERSHIP LAUDED HER "FF. T J C.TTTOT IS TRIUMPH 
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OVER TRADITION" AND "CONSIDERABLE ELEGANCE AND LUMINOUS 
GRACE". 

3. IN COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS, MRS. MARCOS SAID THAT 
ALTHOUGH UP PROVIDED INTELLECTUAL LEADERSHIP FOR 
NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE, IT HAS YET TO PRODUCE NEW BREED 

OF LEADERS FOR THE MORE DEMANDING TASK OF NATION BUILDING. 
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EXCEPTION, SHE SAID, WAS ONE UP ALUMNUS (I.E. PRESIDENT 
MARCOS) WHO BROKE WITH TRADITION TO HALT NATIONAL'S SOCIAL 
DECLINE. MRS. MARCOS ATTRIBUTED "SOCIAL IMPOVERISH- 
MENT" OF UP INTELLECTUAL ELITE LARGELY TO TOO GREAT AN 
ADHERENCE TO THE WESTERN INTELLECTUAL TRADITION, WHICH 
SHE CHARACTERIZED AS "SO COLDLY ANALYTICAL AS TO BE 
INSENSITIVE". WARMING TO THEME OF SENSITITIVY, MRS. MARCOS 
SAID IT WAS THIS QUALITY WHICH HAD BROUGHT SUCCESS TO HER 
DIPLOMATIC ENDEAVORS. ALLUDING TO HER RECENT LIBYA 
TRIP, SHE SAID, "WITHOUT SENSITIVITY, THE ABILITY TO 
FEEL (SIC) A SITUATION OR A PERSON.. .WE WOULD HAVE FAILED." 

4. IN MIDDLE OF MRS. MARCOS' ADDRESS, A MALE STUDENT 
SOMEWHERE IN CENTER OF CROWDED AMPHITHEATER BEGAN SHOUT- 
ING REPEATEDLY TAGALOG PHRASE MEANING "ENOUGH OF THIS". 
ANOTHER MALE VOICE CLOSER TO THE STAGE COULD THEN BE 
HEARD CHANTING (ALSO IN TAGALOG) "THERE IS NO LAW.” 

STUDENT APPLAUSE, TIMID AT FIRST, FOR AN INSTANT 

ALMOST DROWNED OUT MRS. MARCOS, BUT THE CHANTING DIED 
DOWN AS QUICKLY AS IT BEGAN. (SOME WITNESSES CLAIM 
AT LEAST ONE STUDENT WAS FORCIBLY REMOVED FROM AMPHI- 
THEATER.) REMAINDER OF SPEECH WAS UNEVENTFUL. ONLY 
OTHER STUDENT REACTION WAS MUCH CRINGING, SLAPPING OF 
FOREHEADS, AND SUPPRESSED LAUGHTER WHEN MRS. MARCOS 
REFERRED TO UP AS HER "NEW ALMA MATER". 

5. ANOTHER NOTEWORTHY FEATURE OF GRADUATION CEREMONY 
WAS POINTED REFERENCE BY PRESIDENT CORPUS TO U.S. HUMAN 
RIGHTS POLICY. CONFERRING DEGREES ON COLLEGE OF LAW 
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GRADUATES, CORPUZ SAID, "IN OUR COUNTRY WE DO NOT VIOLATE 
HUMAN RIGHTS-NOT BY MAKING WAR IN FOREIGN LANDS NOR 
THROUGH THE MANUFACTURE AND SALE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD OF 
WEAPONS AND INSTRUMENTS OF MASS DESTRUCTION." 

6. COMMENT: AWARDING OF HONORARY DEGREE 

TO MRS. MARCOS, WHOSE EXTRAVAGANT, OVERBEARING STYLE 
HAS LONG BEEN BITTERLY CRITICIZED AT UP, WAS TAKEN AS 
AFFRONT BY MANY IN THE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY, AND THERE 
WAS MUCH BRAVE TALK ABOUT ORGANIZING SOME FORM OF 
PROTEST. UP ADMINISTRATION PUSHED NERVOUSLY AHEAD, HOWEVER, 
ON THEORY THAT SINCE THE PAST SCHOOL YEAR WAS UNUSUALLY 
QUIET (SEE REFAIR) NOW IS PROPITIOUS A TIME AS ANY TO 
BRING MRS. MARCOS ONTO CAMPUS FOR AWARD WHICH SHE 
APPARENTLY HAS LONG COVETED. SECURITY WAS TIGHT, WITH 
NUMEROUS INTELLIGENCE OPERATIVES, MANY GARBED IN 
GRADUATION GOWNS, SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE AUDIENCE. 
NEVERTHELESS, BOLD INTRUSION OF MRS. MARCOS INTO THE 
HEARTLAND OF PHILIPPINE RADICALIMS IS INDICATIVE OF 
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MARCOS' REGIME'S CONFIDENCE THAT THEY NOW HAVE UP 
FIRMLY UNDER CONTROL. 

SULLIVAN 
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